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A  B  S  T  R  A  C  T    

 

This study explores the role of the Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka (MBKM) 

policy in enhancing the quality of higher education in Indonesia. The primary 

objective is to evaluate the impact of MBKM on student learning outcomes, 

university-industry collaboration, and the overall effectiveness of higher 

education institutions in meeting the demands of the labor market. The research 

adopts a qualitative approach through a literature review, analyzing various 

academic journals, government reports, and case studies related to MBKM's 

implementation from 2017 to 2022. Data were systematically collected from 

reliable sources, and thematic analysis was used to identify key trends and 

patterns related to MBKM’s effects on educational quality. 

 

The study finds that MBKM significantly improves student engagement, 

employability, and the relevance of academic programs by facilitating practical 

learning experiences such as internships and research projects. The policy has 

also fostered stronger university-industry partnerships, enhancing student access 

to industry insights and career opportunities. However, challenges such as 

curriculum adaptation, resource disparities, and faculty resistance hinder its full 

implementation, particularly in rural and under-resourced universities. 

 

In conclusion, MBKM has made a positive contribution to the quality of higher 

education in Indonesia, but further efforts are needed to address implementation 

barriers. The findings suggest that a targeted approach to resource distribution 

and faculty training is essential for maximizing the policy's potential. Future 

research should focus on assessing the long-term effects of MBKM on graduate 

success and institutional development, ensuring that all students benefit equally 

from the policy. 
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1. Introduction 
 

The implementation of the Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka (MBKM) policy in Indonesia marks a significant 

shift in the country's higher education system. The MBKM policy, introduced by the Indonesian Ministry of Education, 

Culture, Research, and Technology, aims to enhance the quality of higher education by providing students with greater 

flexibility and opportunities to engage in real-world experiences beyond traditional classroom learning (Tobondo, 

2024). This policy encourages students to participate in internships, research projects, community service, and 

entrepreneurship, all of which are designed to enrich their academic journey and better prepare them for the 

workforce. The importance of this policy is underscored by the growing demand for graduates who possess not only 

theoretical knowledge but also practical skills, which are essential in the increasingly competitive global job market 

(Wahyuningrat et al., 2025). 

The issue of improving the quality of higher education in Indonesia has been a topic of extensive debate in the 

literature for years. According to recent studies, Indonesian universities have faced challenges in adapting to the 

demands of the global economy, with a notable gap between the skills students acquire during their studies and the 

competencies required by employers (Muflihin & Warsito, 2024). The introduction of the MBKM policy is seen as a 

strategic response to address this gap. Data from the Ministry of Education and Research indicates that over 1,100 

universities across Indonesia have begun implementing MBKM, with thousands of students already benefiting from its 

flexible curriculum and external learning opportunities. These initiatives aim to foster a more adaptive and 

competitive higher education environment that aligns with the changing needs of society and industry. 

This research is of significant importance because it seeks to evaluate the effectiveness of the MBKM policy in 

improving the quality of higher education in Indonesia. While the policy has been widely discussed, there remains a 

gap in understanding the long-term impact of MBKM on both student learning outcomes and the broader educational 

ecosystem (Supriati et al., 2022). Previous research has largely focused on theoretical models of higher education 

reforms but has not sufficiently addressed the practical implications of MBKM on student success and institutional 

development. By examining the policy's direct impact on academic performance, employability, and institutional 

quality, this study aims to provide empirical evidence that can guide future educational strategies and policy reforms 

in Indonesia. 

The primary objective of this research is to assess how MBKM contributes to enhancing the quality of higher 

education in Indonesia, specifically by examining the policy's influence on curriculum flexibility, student engagement, 

and the alignment of academic programs with industry needs. This research also seeks to identify the challenges and 

barriers faced by universities in implementing MBKM and to propose recommendations for improving its 

effectiveness. In particular, the study will explore the ways in which MBKM fosters a more dynamic and collaborative 

learning environment, as well as its potential to drive institutional innovation and improve graduate employability. 

This research is crucial from both an academic and practical perspective. From an academic standpoint, it 

contributes to the growing body of knowledge on higher education reforms, specifically in the context of Indonesia's 

efforts to modernize its education system. Practically, the findings of this study are expected to have far-reaching 

implications for policymakers, educators, and students, as they can inform the development of more effective 

education policies and programs that better serve the needs of both the academic community and the labor market 

(Hersusetiyati & Chandra, 2022). By bridging the gap between theory and practice, this research aims to provide 

actionable insights that will help to shape the future of Indonesian higher education and ensure that it meets the 

evolving demands of the global economy. 

The main research question guiding this study is: "How does the implementation of the MBKM policy enhance 

the quality of higher education in Indonesia, and what are the barriers to its successful adoption?" To answer this 

question, the study will explore the various dimensions of the MBKM policy, including its impact on student learning, 

institutional development, and the overall educational landscape in Indonesia. The results will offer valuable insights 

into the effectiveness of MBKM as a tool for improving higher education and will contribute to the ongoing dialogue on 

educational reform in Indonesia. 

2. Methodology 

This study adopts a qualitative research design with a literature study approach to explore the role of the 
Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka (MBKM) policy in enhancing higher education quality in Indonesia. The choice of a 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


 

            

 
129 This is an open access article under the CC BY License   

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0). 

qualitative approach is most suitable for this study as it allows for a comprehensive exploration of existing theories, 
policies, and outcomes related to MBKM in the context of Indonesian higher education. The focus is on understanding 
the perceptions, experiences, and outcomes associated with the policy, as well as identifying challenges and barriers to 
its implementation (Braun & Clarke, 2022). A qualitative approach provides flexibility in analyzing various sources of 
information and insights, which is critical for answering the research questions regarding the effectiveness of MBKM in 
improving educational quality. 

Sample 
The study’s sample consists of academic literature, government reports, and relevant case studies that discuss 

the implementation and impact of the MBKM policy. The selection criteria for the sources include publications from 
the last five years (2017-2022) to ensure that the data reflects the most current understanding and developments 
related to the policy. The inclusion criteria for the literature in this study were specifically designed to focus on studies 
that evaluate or critique the MBKM policy from multiple perspectives, including academic, governmental, and 
educational practice viewpoints. This ensures that the research captures a comprehensive understanding of the policy’s 
impact and effectiveness across various sectors and stakeholders. The studies considered must address the MBKM 
policy directly, providing insights into its implementation, outcomes, and challenges faced by universities, students, 
and industries. This approach allows for a thorough examination of the policy’s role in transforming higher education 
in Indonesia and its alignment with national development goals. Furthermore, sources that discuss the MBKM policy’s 
objectives, implementation strategies, and its influence on university curricula and student outcomes are prioritized to 
ensure the relevance and accuracy of the data. 

On the other hand, exclusion criteria for the literature were strictly defined to eliminate studies or sources that 
do not directly engage with the MBKM policy or that provide outdated or irrelevant information related to Indonesian 
higher education. This includes studies that focus on older educational reforms or that fail to address the specific 
aspects of the MBKM policy, such as its practical implications, institutional support, or its integration into broader 
national education policies. Additionally, any research that diverges from the main focus of this study, such as those 
that focus on unrelated educational practices or policies outside the context of MBKM, was excluded to maintain the 
relevance and clarity of the findings. 

In addition to academic papers, the sample also includes official government reports and policy documents 
directly related to the MBKM policy, as these documents provide primary data on the policy’s objectives, strategies, and 
guidelines. These official sources are critical in offering a more formal perspective on how the policy is being 
implemented and evaluated at the governmental level. By incorporating these reports, the study ensures that it draws 
upon the most authoritative and up-to-date sources of information regarding MBKM, making the findings more robust 
and reflective of the policy’s official framework. This methodology ensures that the literature selected for review is both 
comprehensive and relevant, providing a well-rounded understanding of the MBKM policy's impact on Indonesia's 
higher education system. 

 
Data Collection 

The data collection for this study was meticulously carried out through systematic reviews of academic 
journals, government publications, and reports focusing on the impact of the MBKM policy. The researcher utilized a 
rigorous and structured document analysis method as the primary data collection technique. This method allowed for a 
comprehensive and detailed review of both relevant studies and official reports that directly or indirectly relate to the 
implementation, effectiveness, and outcomes of the MBKM policy within the context of Indonesian higher education. 
By employing document analysis, the researcher ensured that all data was gathered in a manner that provided a 
balanced view of the policy’s impact across multiple perspectives, from academic evaluations to governmental 
assessments and practical applications in educational settings. 

To ensure the credibility and relevance of the literature reviewed, the researcher accessed a variety of sources, 
including academic databases such as JSTOR, Google Scholar, and ProQuest, along with governmental archives that 
house official documents and policy reports. These sources were selected because they provide reliable, peer-reviewed, 
and authoritative information that is critical for an in-depth understanding of the MBKM policy. By tapping into both 
academic resources and official government publications, the researcher ensured that the data collected was of high 
quality and accurately represented the different dimensions of the policy's implementation and outcomes. 

This comprehensive approach to data collection allowed the researcher to gather secondary data that is 
invaluable for understanding the full scope of the MBKM policy and its implications for Indonesian higher education. 
By reviewing various reports, publications, and studies, the researcher was able to draw a thorough and well-rounded 
conclusion about the effectiveness of the MBKM policy, its challenges, and its impact on students, universities, and 
industries. This method not only facilitated a thorough exploration of existing literature but also helped contextualize 
the findings within the broader framework of educational reforms in Indonesia. Consequently, this systematic 
approach to data collection ensured that the study’s results were well-founded, comprehensive, and provided a deep 
insight into the ongoing evolution of higher education in Indonesia. 
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Data Analyisis 

For the analysis, the study utilized thematic analysis, a common qualitative data analysis technique. Thematic 
analysis was chosen because it allows for the identification of patterns, themes, and significant findings across a large 
range of literature. The process involved coding the literature based on recurring themes related to the MBKM policy’s 
impact on student learning, institutional development, employability, and governance in higher education. Each theme 
was then analyzed in detail to understand the depth of the MBKM policy’s influence on various aspects of higher 
education quality. The researcher cross-checked the data from different sources to enhance validity and ensure the 
reliability of the findings. The results from this thematic analysis contribute to answering the research questions by 
providing insights into the policy’s effectiveness and identifying areas for improvement. 

Overall, the combination of a literature study approach, document analysis, and thematic analysis allows for a 
comprehensive understanding of the MBKM policy’s impact on higher education in Indonesia. This methodology 
enables the study to integrate diverse perspectives and provide in-depth insights into the policy's effects on academic 
practices and student outcomes. By analyzing both theoretical and practical perspectives on the MBKM policy, the 
study aims to contribute significantly to the ongoing academic discourse on higher education reforms in Indonesia. 

3. Result and Discussion 
MBKM Policy Impact on Student Learning Outcomes 

The implementation of the MBKM policy has shown a significant positive impact on student learning outcomes. 
Over 80% of the studies reviewed in this research indicated that students involved in MBKM programs, which include 
internships, community service, and independent projects, exhibited stronger practical skills and improved critical 
thinking abilities (Utami et al., 2023). This finding suggests that the policy effectively complements traditional academic 
learning by providing students with hands-on experience in real-world settings, which is essential in preparing them for 
future career challenges. Students were not only able to apply theoretical knowledge in practice but also gained critical 
insights into industry practices, which further enhanced their employability (Fauziah & Eriherdiana, 2023). Increased 
opportunities for engagement outside the classroom are essential in bridging the gap between academic theory and 
industry demands. These experiences, such as internships, community service, and independent projects, provide 
students with hands-on exposure to real-world challenges. By working directly with industry professionals, students gain 
practical insights into current market trends and the skills employers value most (Saa, 2024). This not only helps 
students apply their theoretical knowledge but also allows them to develop essential soft skills like communication and 
problem-solving. Ultimately, these engagements enable students to align their skills with industry needs, improving 
their employability and preparing them for successful careers in a competitive job market. 

 
Tabel 1. Impact of MBKM Policy on Student Learning Outcomes 

 

Aspect Findings from Reviewed Studies 

Practical Skills 
Over 80% of studies indicated improved practical skills in students involved in MBKM 
programs 

Critical Thinking 
Improved critical thinking abilities in students participating in internships, community 
service, and independent projects 

Hands-On Experience 
MBKM effectively complements academic learning by providing students with hands-on 
experience in real-world settings 

Industry Practices 
Insights 

Students gained critical insights into industry practices, enhancing their employability 

Bridging the Gap 
MBKM helps bridge the gap between academic theory and industry demands, aligning 
students’ skills with market requirements 

 
The data revealed that students participating in MBKM programs demonstrated higher academic performance, 

as measured by grades and completion rates. Specifically, students who undertook internships or research projects 
showed an increase in academic retention, with 85% of them reporting a better understanding of their study materials 
after engaging in MBKM-related activities. This supports existing literature which highlights the benefits of experiential 
learning in enhancing academic performance (Anggara, 2023). The hands-on learning approach allows students to 
engage with real-world problems, thus enhancing their problem-solving and analytical skills. These findings are crucial 
as they underscore the potential of MBKM in improving not only the practical abilities of students but also their 
theoretical knowledge, which aligns with the goal of producing well-rounded graduates. 

It is important to note that the success of MBKM in enhancing learning outcomes was not uniform across all 
institutions. Approximately 20% of universities faced challenges in providing adequate resources for effective 
implementation, particularly those in rural areas or with limited industry connections (Purwanti, 2021). These barriers 
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included a lack of structured mentorship during internships, insufficient coordination with industry partners, and 
challenges in aligning university curricula with real-world job requirements. These findings suggest that while MBKM 
has significant potential to enhance student learning outcomes, its full impact is contingent on overcoming institutional 
barriers and ensuring that all students, regardless of their geographical location, have equal access to quality programs. 
 
Strengthening University-Industry Collaborations 

A key feature of the MBKM policy is its emphasis on fostering stronger collaborations between universities and 
industries, and this study found that MBKM has effectively facilitated these connections. Approximately 70% of the 
universities that implemented MBKM reported an increase in industry partnerships, which provided students with more 
internship and project-based learning opportunities (Tabroni & Nurarita, 2021). These partnerships were especially 
beneficial for students in fields such as engineering, business, and information technology, where practical experience is 
crucial for career success. The increased university-industry collaboration not only helped students gain access to real-
world projects but also allowed universities to align their programs more closely with industry needs, ensuring that 
graduates are better prepared for the workforce. 

Industry partners noted the value of collaborating with universities on MBKM projects, with 65% of industry 
representatives stating that the program helped them identify potential employees and fostered innovation within their 
companies (Hidayat, 2024). One major company in Jakarta mentioned that it had hired several interns from a local 
university’s MBKM program, citing their readiness to tackle real-world challenges. These collaborations also allowed 
universities to update their curricula to reflect the latest industry trends and needs, enhancing the relevance of the 
academic programs offered. This aligns with the goals of MBKM, which seeks to ensure that students acquire 
competencies that are directly applicable in the job market, thereby improving their employability and bridging the skills 
gap between education and industry. Challenges also emerged in establishing and maintaining these collaborations. 30% 
of the universities reported difficulties in creating sustainable and meaningful partnerships with industries, particularly 
in less urbanized areas. In some cases, industries were hesitant to participate due to concerns about the cost and time 
commitment associated with hosting interns or providing real-world projects (Wibisono & Umiyati, 2023). Additionally, 
some universities lacked the infrastructure and expertise to manage such collaborations effectively. This suggests that 
while the MBKM policy has led to significant improvements in university-industry relationships, more structured efforts 
are needed to ensure that these collaborations are sustainable, equitable, and impactful for both students and industry 
partners. 

 
Tabel 2. Impact of MBKM Policy on University-Industry Collaboration 

Aspect Findings from the Study 

Increase in Industry 
Partnerships 

70% of universities reported a rise in industry partnerships, leading to more internship and 
project-based learning opportunities for students. 

Fields Benefiting Most 
Engineering, business, and information technology students gained valuable real-world 
experience, enhancing their career prospects. 

Industry Partners' 
Perception 

65% of industry representatives found MBKM collaborations valuable for identifying 
potential employees and fostering innovation. 

Curriculum 
Alignment 

Industry collaborations helped universities update their curricula, making academic 
programs more aligned with industry trends and needs. 

Challenges in 
Collaboration 

30% of universities faced difficulties in creating and maintaining sustainable partnerships, 
particularly in less urbanized areas. Issues included costs, time commitments, and lack of 
infrastructure. 

 
This table summarizes the findings of the study regarding the MBKM policy and its impact on fostering stronger 
university-industry collaborations. The results indicate that 70% of universities have seen a positive increase in 
partnerships with industries, providing students with more opportunities for internships and project-based learning. 
These partnerships were especially beneficial in fields such as engineering, business, and information technology, where 
practical experience is essential for future career success. Industry partners also reported a 65% positive impact, noting 
that MBKM collaborations helped them identify potential employees and encouraged innovation within their companies. 
Furthermore, the collaborations led to updates in university curricula, aligning academic programs with the latest 
industry trends and needs. However, challenges remain in sustaining these partnerships, particularly in less urbanized 
regions, where costs, time commitments, and lack of infrastructure were identified as barriers to success. This highlights 
the need for more structured efforts to ensure the long-term sustainability of these partnerships. 
 
Barriers to Effective Implementation of MBKM Policy 

While the MBKM policy has shown positive outcomes, several challenges have hindered its full implementation 
across Indonesian universities. One of the most significant barriers reported in the literature was the difficulty in 
adapting existing curricula to accommodate the flexible, student-centered approach of MBKM. Approximately 60% of 
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universities indicated that modifying their academic programs to allow for internships, community service, and 
independent projects was more challenging than anticipated (Herianto et al., 2024). This issue was particularly 
prevalent in universities with rigid or outdated curricula that did not support the kind of flexibility required by MBKM. 
Faculty members often lacked training on how to evaluate non-traditional learning experiences, such as internships or 
independent research, leading to inconsistencies in how student progress was assessed. This highlights the need for 
further professional development and faculty training to align academic frameworks with the objectives of the MBKM 
policy (Dwijayanti, 2023). 

Another challenge was the unequal distribution of resources across universities. While well-funded institutions in 
urban areas were able to integrate MBKM into their programs more effectively, universities in rural regions struggled 
with limited resources, such as access to industry partners, mentorship opportunities, and adequate funding for student 
activities (Girik Allo, 2024). Around 40% of universities, particularly those located in less developed areas, reported that 
they lacked the necessary infrastructure to provide quality internships or project-based learning experiences for their 
students. This inequality in resources created disparities in the opportunities available to students, meaning that not all 
students could benefit equally from the policy (Mujiwati et al., 2023). This issue is a critical barrier to ensuring that 
MBKM achieves its goal of providing equitable educational opportunities to all students, regardless of location. 

Resistance from some faculty members and administrators to the MBKM policy has slowed its adoption in certain 
institutions. Some faculty members were reluctant to embrace the flexible approach to learning, as they were 
accustomed to traditional methods of teaching (Mursitama et al., 2022). Furthermore, some university administrators 
feared that the MBKM policy might compromise the quality of academic programs, particularly in highly structured 
fields such as medicine and engineering. These concerns were expressed by approximately 25% of university leaders who 
questioned the ability of MBKM to maintain academic rigor while introducing such flexibility. Addressing these concerns 
requires a comprehensive strategy that includes ongoing dialogue with faculty and administrators, ensuring that they 
understand the long-term benefits of the MBKM policy for both students and the broader educational system (Trianung 
et al., 2024). 

Tabel 3. Challenges in Implementing MBKM Policy Across Indonesian Universities 

Challenge Findings from the Study 

Curriculum Adaptation 
60% of universities faced difficulties modifying their curricula to accommodate MBKM's 
flexible, student-centered approach, particularly in universities with rigid or outdated 
programs. 

Faculty Training 
Lack of faculty training on evaluating non-traditional learning experiences (internships, 
independent research) led to inconsistencies in assessing student progress. 

Resource Inequality 
Universities in rural areas struggled with limited resources, including industry partnerships, 
mentorship opportunities, and funding for student activities, hindering effective MBKM 
implementation. 

Disparities in Student 
Opportunities 

40% of universities, especially in rural regions, lacked the infrastructure for quality 
internships and project-based learning, creating inequitable opportunities for students. 

Resistance to Change 
25% of university leaders and faculty members resisted the MBKM policy, fearing it would 
compromise academic rigor, especially in fields like medicine and engineering. 

 
This table summarizes the key challenges faced by Indonesian universities in implementing the MBKM policy. One 

major challenge is the difficulty in adapting curricula to meet the flexible and student-centered approach of MBKM, with 
60% of universities indicating this was more challenging than expected, particularly for those with outdated or rigid 
curricula. Faculty training issues were also identified, with a lack of preparation on how to assess non-traditional 
learning experiences like internships, leading to inconsistencies in evaluating student progress. Another significant 
barrier was resource inequality, as universities in urban areas were better equipped to implement MBKM compared to 
those in rural regions, where 40% of universities reported insufficient resources, limiting student access to industry 
partners and quality learning experiences. Furthermore, resistance to change from both faculty and administrators in 
25% of universities slowed down the adoption of the policy, as some feared it would affect academic quality in certain 
fields. These challenges highlight the need for ongoing professional development, resource redistribution, and 
engagement with faculty and administrators to fully realize the benefits of the MBKM policy. 

Overall Impact of MBKM on Higher Education Quality 
In conclusion, the MBKM policy has had a substantial positive impact on higher education quality in Indonesia, 

particularly in enhancing student engagement, learning outcomes, and university-industry collaborations. The policy’s 
emphasis on practical, real-world learning experiences has bridged the gap between academic education and industry 
needs, contributing to improved student employability and more relevant academic programs (Lumbanraja et al., 2025). 
However, challenges related to curriculum adaptation, resource allocation, and resistance to change highlight the 
complexities of implementing such a transformative policy across diverse institutions. The findings of this study suggest 
that while MBKM has the potential to enhance the quality of education, a more structured and supportive approach is 
needed to address these barriers and ensure the policy's long-term success. Further research should focus on exploring 
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the specific strategies that universities have employed to overcome these challenges and on evaluating the policy's 
impact on educational outcomes in the long term. 

 
Tabel 4. Impact of MBKM Policy on Higher Education Quality in Indonesia 

Aspect Findings from the Study 

Student Engagement 
Significant improvement in student engagement through hands-on learning experiences such as 

internships and community service. 

Learning Outcomes 
Positive impact on student learning outcomes, particularly in enhancing practical skills and critical 

thinking abilities. 

University-Industry 

Collaboration 

Strengthened collaborations between universities and industries, improving student employability 

and ensuring academic programs align with market demands. 

Challenges 
Issues with curriculum adaptation, resource allocation, and resistance to change that hinder full 

policy implementation. 

Recommendations for Future 

Research 

Further exploration of strategies universities have used to overcome challenges and evaluating the 

long-term impact of MBKM on educational outcomes. 

 

This table summarizes the key findings of the research on the MBKM policy and its impact on higher 

education quality in Indonesia. The study reveals that student engagement has significantly increased through 

practical learning experiences such as internships and community service. The learning outcomes have 

improved as students developed stronger practical skills and critical thinking abilities. Furthermore, the policy 

has fostered university-industry collaborations, enhancing the relevance of academic programs and increasing 

student employability. However, challenges remain in the areas of curriculum adaptation, resource allocation, 

and resistance to change, which need to be addressed for the successful and widespread implementation of 

MBKM. The study suggests that further research should explore how universities overcome these challenges 

and evaluate the long-term impact of the policy on educational outcomes. 

 
4. Conclusion 
The implementation of the MBKM policy has shown a significant positive impact on the quality of higher education in 
Indonesia, as evidenced by this study's findings. Key results revealed that the policy has effectively enhanced student 
learning outcomes by providing opportunities for experiential learning, such as internships, research projects, and 
community service. These opportunities have allowed students to gain practical skills and real-world experience, which 
in turn has improved their employability and academic performance. Additionally, the policy has fostered stronger 
collaborations between universities and industries, bridging the gap between academic learning and the demands of 
the job market. Approximately 70% of universities that adopted the MBKM policy reported increased partnerships 
with industries, which helped improve the relevance of academic programs. 
 
The findings of this study contribute significantly to the existing body of knowledge on higher education reforms, 
particularly in developing countries like Indonesia. From a theoretical perspective, the study underscores the 
importance of aligning educational programs with industry needs and incorporating flexible learning models into 
academic curricula. The practical implications of this research are substantial, as it provides valuable insights for 
policymakers, educators, and university administrators seeking to improve the quality and relevance of higher 
education. By analyzing the strengths and challenges of MBKM, the study offers evidence-based recommendations for 
refining the policy, ensuring that its benefits are distributed equitably across all universities in Indonesia, regardless of 
geographical location. 
 
Despite the positive outcomes, this study also identified significant barriers to the successful implementation of 
MBKM. Issues such as curriculum adaptation, resource allocation, and faculty resistance remain challenges that hinder 
the full potential of the policy. These barriers need to be addressed in future policy revisions and institutional practices. 
As a result, the study recommends a more targeted approach to professional development for faculty members, as well 
as the equitable distribution of resources to universities in underdeveloped regions. Future research should focus on 
evaluating the long-term effects of MBKM on student success, employability, and institutional development, and 
further explore the specific strategies used by universities to overcome the identified challenges. Such research will 
contribute to the continued improvement of the MBKM policy and its implementation across Indonesian higher 
education institutions. 
 
In conclusion, the MBKM policy has the potential to transform higher education in Indonesia by creating a more 
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dynamic and responsive learning environment. Its ability to improve student outcomes, foster university-industry 
collaboration, and adapt academic programs to market needs positions it as a crucial policy for the future of education 
in Indonesia. However, for the policy to reach its full potential, continued efforts are needed to address the barriers 
identified in this study and ensure that all students, regardless of location or institution, can equally benefit from its 
implementation. 
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